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August 12, 2020 

 

Re: MPSD Updates for Programs, Calendar and Meetings 

 

Dear Miller Place School District Community, 

 

The following is updated information regarding the District’s reopening plans: 

 

Elementary Instruction Program – The District anticipates offering our K-6 students a remote online 

distance learning plan, in addition to our five-day in-school instruction program, as follows: 

1. Live teaching five days per week. 

2. Each school day will be approximately 5 to 5 ½ hours (exact times to be determined). 

3. School days will mirror the school calendar, with some slight variations due to holidays and 

scheduling. 

4. Curriculum and instruction will be consistent with a school-based program including, but not 

limited to, ELA, mathematics, writing, physical education, art, music, and social and emotional 

learning. 

5. Parents will need to commit to this learning environment for their child for the full school year, 

September 2020 through June 2021. Unfortunately, reentry to a school-based program may not be 

possible due to current, and future, hardships the District is facing, and will face, regarding the 

availability of staffing, building space, and financial resources.  

6. Your child will be assigned to a class taught by District personnel, or enrolled in the Eastern Suffolk 

BOCES Online Elementary Program, which is taught by certified staff, in a cohort of students that 

may be from multiple school districts.  

7. In order to participate in this program, parents must notify their child’s building principal by 2:00 

pm on Tuesday, August 18, 2020. Notification must be made by email, and to  ensure your request 

is properly documented, please note in the email subject line “Remote Distance Learning Program 

Request”: 

a. Grades K - 2 emailed to Ms. Gewurz at lgewurz@millerplace.k12.ny.us 

b. Grades 3 – 5 emailed to Mr. Herrschaft at cherrsch@millerplace.k12.ny.us 

c. Grade 6 emailed to Mr. Clark at mclark@millerplace.k12.ny.us 

 

The District is not able to offer K-5 elementary students a hybrid plan of two in-school days, one live 

teaching day and two remote learning days, due to limited building space and staffing. 

 

Secondary Instruction Program – This will remain a hybrid program of two in-school days, one live 

teaching day, and two remote learning days, with the emphasis on families having children attending middle 

school and high school on the same schedule as follows: 
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1. Last names A – L will be known as “Cohort 1” with in-school days of Monday and Tuesday. 

2. Last names M – Z will be known as “Cohort 2” with in-school days of Thursday and Friday. 

3. Cohorts 1 and 2 will receive live instruction on Wednesdays which will follow the student’s period 

by period schedule.  

 

The District is not able to offer a remote distance learning plan for students in grades 7 – 12 as we currently 

do not have the ability to mirror an in-school and remote program for each course offering. From a legal 

standpoint, it is considered discriminatory, and not equitable, to offer courses to in-school students and not 

have those same courses available to remote learning students. The District is not willing to reduce or 

eliminate course offerings, including electives, for in-school students, in order to accommodate families 

requesting remote learning for non-vulnerable students. In addition, at this time, the District does not have 

the legal authority to live stream classes to remote students, at the same time classes are being conducted to 

students attending in-school instruction (cameras are not permitted in classrooms during instructional 

periods).  

 

Elementary and Secondary Instruction Plan Schedules - We anticipate the elementary five-day and 

secondary hybrid plan will be in effect for the foreseeable future. However, it should be noted that these 

plans may change to: 

1. Fully remote learning (five-days) if ordered by Governor Cuomo due to regional metrics for positive 

COVID-19 testing (the current threshold set by the Governor is a five (5) percent infection rate). 

2. Fully remote learning (five-days) if ordered by the Department of Health due to a positive case of 

COVID-19 by a student or staff member within a school or district. 

3. Fully in-school learning for secondary students should Governor Cuomo no longer require school 

districts to adhere to current guidelines and restrictions, such as social distancing. 

 

School Calendar – The Board of Education will be modifying the school calendar as follows: 

 Tuesday, September 1, 2020  Superintendent Conference Day 

 Wednesday, September 2, 2020 Superintendent Conference Day 

      No student attendance 

 Thursday, September 3, 2020  1st day of school for elementary students, K-5 

      1st day of school for secondary students, Cohort 1 

 Friday, September 4, 2020  Schools closed for faculty and students 

 Monday, September 7, 2020  Schools closed for Labor Day Holiday 

 Tuesday, September 8, 2020  2nd day of school for elementary students, K-5 

      1st day of school for secondary students, Cohort 2 

 Wednesday, September 9, 2020 3rd day of school for elementary students, K-5 

1st day of virtual instruction for secondary students, Cohort 1 

and Cohort 2 

The school calendar will then follow the in-school and hybrid programs as described above.  

 

Virtual Parent Meetings – As per Governor Cuomo’s request the District will hold three 7:00 p.m. virtual 

parent meetings as follows: 

 Monday, August 17, 2020  AMPS and LADSBS parents 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2020  NCRMS and MPHS parents 

 Wednesday, August 19, 2020  Districtwide operational logistics 

 

 

 

 

 



 

As noted in my prior communication, the District acknowledges and appreciates parents’ inquiries regarding 

reopening schools. We have taken those questions and have cataloged them by subject matter and will be 

answering them in a unified manner during the virtual parent meetings. If you have a question, please email 

it to reopenschool@millerplace.k12.ny.us for it to be included in the virtual meeting discussions.  

 

The District’s legal mandate is to provide education to students in our community in an equitable fashion 

districtwide. We recognize and understand that while this plan has been designed to welcome back the 

greatest number of students for on-site instruction, there will be some parents who are not satisfied with our 

plans as presented. However, in keeping with this mandate, the District’s plans accomplish the following: 

 All K-5 students can return to their classrooms five-days per week as we recognize it is 

critical to their social and emotional health to be back on a “normal” schedule with their 

peers. The District’s elementary plan also accounts for the importance to working households 

to have their young children in an appropriate environment during traditional employment 

hours.  

 In addition, with full-time K-5 student attendance, the District is able to continue its 

partnership with SCOPE to offer Before and After School Childcare for parents who need an 

extended day program for their children.  

 

As noted previously, in the current environment it is simply not feasible to offer an on-site and remote 

learning option for grades 7 -12 students, including electives, honors, AP, and accelerated courses, with our 

existing staff.  

 

We thank our school community for their continued support of K-12 public education and look forward to 

creating the best learning environment for our students, while battling the challenges of the COVID-19 

pandemic.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Marianne F. Cartisano 

Superintendent of Schools 
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